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APPLICATION PROCEDURES

All requests are reviewed and evaluated by The Rider-Pool Foundation’s Executive Director. Final approval is determined by the 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees. Proposals are accepted throughout the calendar year. Awards are made for unsolicited 
proposals twice a year. For consideration for funding by June 1st, proposals must be submitted by April 1st. For consideration 
for funding by November 1st, proposals must be submitted by August 15th. Requests should be as concise as possible and 
include:

1. A description of need
2. Specific objectives (what you plan to accomplish with the funds)
3. A work plan to accomplish these objectives, including a time schedule
4. A proposed method of evaluating project effectiveness
5. A fully defined budget that includes all sources of financial support, committed and pending
6. Evidence of the organization’s not-for-profit tax status
7. Current Board of Directors (We also like to hear about how your Board reflects the population you serve.)

The Foundation is restricted from providing funds to individuals, legislative or lobbying efforts, political or fraternal 
organizations or organizations outside the United States and its territories.  The Foundation as a policy does not provide 
operating or capital funds to Sectarian institutions, organizations or programs in which funds will be used primarily for 
the propagation of religion, hospitals or United Way member agencies.  Further, the Foundation does not underwrite 
charitable or testimonial dinners, fund-raising events or related advertising or the subsidization of books, mailings or articles in 
professional journals.

Inquiries and proposals can be made to the Foundation’s Executive Director or Program Officer.
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Dorothy Rider Pool and Leonard Parker 
Pool were active and vibrant participants 
in their community. They were generous 
contributors of their time and talent to 
enrich the quality of life of their beloved 
home, the Lehigh Valley. The Rider-Pool 
Foundation has the privilege of continuing 
the late Mr. and Mrs. Pool’s interests 
in public education, human services, 
community development, and culture 
and arts. This report outlines the most 
recent contributions to their legacy of 
stewardship.

In 2003-2004, the Trustees invested 
$600,750 in 100 grants for the 
betterment of the community. In making 
these investments, the Trustees look for 
leadership, innovation, and leverage. 
Documenting a need is insufficient for 
funding. The Rider-Pool Foundation Trustees 
are particularly interested in supporting 
new and groundbreaking efforts to address 
challenges to the health and quality of life.

The Trustees’ emphasis on leadership, 
innovation, and change stems from their 
life experience as students and colleagues 
of Leonard and Dorothy Pool and from 
their wisdom gleaned from leadership in 
civic and community affairs. In particular, it 
is noteworthy to highlight a few of the more 
recent contributions of two of the Trustees, 
Messrs. Ed Donley and Leon C. Holt, Jr.

In 2003, the Foundation received a Lehigh 
Valley “Arts Ovation” award for outstanding
contributions to the arts. The Rider-Pool 
Foundation is a relatively small funder 
of the arts. However, with Leon Holt’s 
guidance, we have been strategic in creating
and supporting a growing and vibrant arts 
community in the Lehigh Valley.  

A planned regional approach to improve 
quality of life has been a goal of the civic 
leaders of the Lehigh Valley for decades. 
A significant catalyst of this effort was 
the Lehigh Valley Partnership’s “Spirit of 
Investment” study and report of 1998. 

This report has served as a blueprint for 
areas of improvement in health, housing, 
education, and public safety. It stimulated 
discussions on a concerted approach to 
depleted green space, suburban sprawl, 
and the decline of major metropolitan 
areas of the region. Leon Holt has served on
the national Committee for Economic 
Development.  He stimulated dialogue to 
develop a collaborative approach to Valley-
wide challenges. The result of this steady 
leadership was the “Spirit of Investment.”

In 2003, the Brookings Institution released 
a report that stated: “Few states possess 
either greater potential or more troubling 
history of recent underachievement than 
Pennsylvania.” Many of the problems were 
particularly acute in the Valley, where the 
study found that the region was losing
its young people, getting older, and 
experiencing a considerable decline in 
well-paying jobs and educational 
attainment. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
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Seated Left to Right: Leon C. Holt, Jr., Edward Donley
Standing Left to Right: S. Brooke Cheston,
Edward F. Meehan, MPH, John P. Jones III

TRUSTEES

Edward Donley
Former Chairman
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

Leon C. Holt, Jr.
Former Vice-Chairman
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

John P. Jones III
Chairman, President and CEO
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

S. Brooke Cheston
Corporate Trustee
Vice President
PNC Bank, N.A.

STAFF

Edward F. Meehan, MPH
Executive Director

Ronald C. Dendas, MS
Program Officer

Joseph J. Napolitano, MPH, MSN
Program Officer

Bridget I. Rassler
Administrative Support Manager

Regina M. Gabriel
Program Secretary

Brenda C. Weidner
Secretary
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In the year to come, the Foundation hopes
to support a regional effort that articulates
a unified vision and develops a regional
collaborative approach to addressing
the challenges highlighted in the Brookings
Report. This would be a fine tribute
to the legacy of Dorothy and Leonard
Pool, and much in keeping with the 
leadership of Leon C. Holt, Jr. as a Trustee.

Four years ago, the Allentown School 
District was at considerable risk of being 
placed on the Pennsylvania distressed list, 
which would lead to a takeover by the State 
Department of Education.  Comparable
test scores (PSSAs) were significantly 
lower than the state average. Ed Donley 
recognized this crisis and rallied the 
community. He committed considerable
time and resources to identify best 
practices for education reform and recruit 
key leadership necessary to lead a 
revitalization effort. He encouraged the
Foundation to commit considerable
resources to this improvement effort,
all the while insisting on measurable,
accountable results for the private

investments raised. He served as
honorary chair for a community-wide
fundraising effort, which raised over
$2.5 million to support the work
of the organization he founded:
The Allentown School District Community
Council. The children of Allentown
are considerably better off now than
they were five years ago, due in 
large measure to the vision and 
energy of Ed Donley.

Over the next two years, the Foundation 
hopes to stimulate and support initiatives 
that will address some key community 
challenges: 1) programs to address the 
findings of the Brookings Report, particularly 
with regard to education and environment, 
2) improved child health, particularly 
through innovative programs in school-
based health clinics, 3) improved early
childhood education, especially as it 
is linked with K-12 public education, 
4) development of a Regional Public Health 
Department, and 5) support for linkages 
between arts and culture and community 
and economic development.  

We invite you to contact the Foundation 
for more information about how to apply
for funds. We send our thanks to the 
Trustees of The Rider-Pool Foundation for 
their leadership and vision.

Edward F. Meehan
Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

4

24%
Community
Development

33%
Culture & Art

21%
Health & Welfare

22%
Education

THE RIDER-POOL FOUNDATION ALLOCATIONS 2003-2004
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

December 31, 2004

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Accrued Interest and Dividends Receivable
Marketable Securities
      Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable
Grant Commitments
Accrued Excise Tax
      Total Current Liabilities

LONG-TERM LIABILITIES
Grant Commitments
Deferred Excise Taxes
      Total Long-Term Liabilities

      Total Liabilities

NET ASSETS
 Unrestricted

      Total Liabilities and Assets

16

 
        56,801

98,197
10,601,801
10,756,799

 

        72,705
  77,500

7,741
     157,946

 38,835
14,588
53,423

     211,369

 
 10,545,430

  10,756,799

 
$

$

 

$
  

$    

 

$

$
 
 

 $ 

 $

In 1957, Leonard Parker Pool and his 
wife, Dorothy Rider Pool, established The 
Rider-Pool Foundation as a private, 
general purpose foundation and on her 
death in 1967, Dorothy Rider Pool left 
her estate as the principal funder of the 
Foundation.  Mrs. Pool was a teacher by 
training, an accomplished pianist and 
painter and her husband’s valued business 
partner, instrumental in the growth and 
development of Air Products, one of the 
most successful businesses in the history of 
the Lehigh Valley.  Like her husband, Mrs. 
Pool was deeply driven to help others in 
need.  These values help shape the focus of 
The Rider-Pool Foundation.   

The Trustees of the Foundation have 
carried forth Dorothy Rider Pool’s wishes 
and are particularly sensitive to her interests
in education, disadvantaged children and
the development of future leadership in 
our society. Since the Pools resided in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, the particular
geographic interest of the Foundation

lies within the Lehigh Valley area of 
Pennsylvania. Consistent with Dorothy Rider
Pool’s wishes and in keeping with the
interests of Leonard Parker Pool and Dorothy 
Rider Pool in their lifetimes, The Rider-Pool 
Foundation’s intent is to serve as a means to 
improve the quality of life in the community, 
to build on community’s strengths and 
add to its vitality, and to increase the 
capacity of the community to serve the 
needs of all its citizens. Within this objective, 
the Foundation’s funding program is 
focused on:

· Education
· Health and Welfare
· Culture and Art
· Community Development

Occasionally, the Foundation will engage in 
other special projects to be determined at 
the discretion of the Trustees.

Historically, Foundation grant awards 
have not exceeded $100,000. Projects are 
generally funded for one year but multi-year
requests may be submitted where 
appropriate. The overwhelming majority 
of this support has been within the Lehigh 
Valley of Pennsylvania. 

FOUNDATION OBJECTIVES

5
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Mosser Village
Family Center

The mission of Mosser 
Village Family Center
is “to seek to build 
trust, relationships and
communications among neighbors and 
utilize existing assets and resources to 
build stronger families and a stronger 
community for the good of one another.”
The Center provides educational, 
social and recreational services as well 
as emergency food/clothing bank and 
informational referral for physical and 
behavioral health.  Over the past few years, 
the Center has been temporarily located at 
St. Joseph’s Lutheran Church and in trailers
provided by the City of Allentown at 
Keck Park.  Support from The Rider-Pool 
Foundation helped Mosser Village Family 
Center relocate to its permanent, new home 
in the renovated “pool house” in Keck Park 
in the Summer of 2004.

The Hillside School

The Hillside School is 
an educational 
institution for children 
of average or above
intelligence with
learning disabilities (Kindergarten through
6th grade).  Students come from 30
different school districts in Pennsylvania.
Staff addresses learning disabilities
through a variety of strategies and
techniques including the use of
assistive technology which incorporates
computer hardware and software that 
helps students read and comprehend
at a level necessary to thrive in a 
typical classroom setting.  Most students
are eventually transitioned back into
typical classroom settings in other public or 
private schools.

Northampton 
Community College 

As part of its 35th 
Anniversary Endowment
Campaign, Northampton
Community College
has developed a leadership program
for college age students for the Lehigh
Valley.  The program contains four key
components - understanding community,
leadership development, observation of
not-for-profit boards and volunteerism.
The intent of the program is to increase
student appreciation of self as a member of 
the community through service learning and 
to subsequently have the student become
active in civic life.

HIGHLIGHTS

6

2004
Culture & Art

Allentown Art Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000 
Allentown Symphony Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,000 
Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,000
The Bach Choir of Bethlehem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000  
Banana Factory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,500 
The Baum School of Art .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Community Music School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Hispanic American League of Artists .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $4,000
Lehigh University .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$15,000
Lehigh Valley Arts Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Mock Turtle Marionette Theater .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Moravian College . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
The Pennsylvania Shakespeare . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Festival at DeSales University

Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Pennsylvania Youth Theatre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Repertory Dance Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $6,500
SATORI  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
State Theatre for the Arts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,000
WDIY  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500

 

Community Development

Allentown Jewish Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Alliance for Building Communities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500
The Baum School of Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
Civic Theatre of Allentown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,500
Community Action Committee of the L. V. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
Community Music School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
Congregations United for Neighborhood Action . . . . . . . $20,000
Old Allentown Preservation Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
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Banana Factory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,500 
The Baum School of Art .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Community Music School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Hispanic American League of Artists .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $4,000
Lehigh University .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$15,000
Lehigh Valley Arts Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Mock Turtle Marionette Theater .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Moravian College . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
The Pennsylvania Shakespeare . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Festival at DeSales University

Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Pennsylvania Youth Theatre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Repertory Dance Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $6,500
SATORI  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
State Theatre for the Arts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,000
WDIY  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500

 

Community Development

Allentown Jewish Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Alliance for Building Communities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,500
The Baum School of Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
Civic Theatre of Allentown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,500
Community Action Committee of the L. V. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
Community Music School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
Congregations United for Neighborhood Action . . . . . . . $20,000
Old Allentown Preservation Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
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education
Boys and Girls Club of 
Allentown (BGCA)

Boys and Girls Club of Allentown (BGCA) 
is dedicated to ensuring the community’s 
disadvantaged youth have greater access
to quality programs and services that 
will enhance their lives and shape their 
futures.  BGCA currently serves over 3,600 
children through its six locations (6th Street, 
Allentown Housing Authority at Little Lehigh, 
Cumberland Gardens and Hanover Acres/
Riverview Terrace, the Teen Institute on 7th 
Street and 13th and Turner Streets). 

In June 2002, BGCA developed the Make 
Your M.A.R.K. (Motivated Academically 
Ready Kids) program to improve areas of 
academic weakness.  Make Your M.A.R.K. 
now provides low income school-aged 
youth with individualized prescriptive 
curriculum in math and language arts/
reading and serves over 400 youth in eight 
locations in Allentown and Bethlehem.  
The curriculum is in alignment with the 
Allentown School District and Pennsylvania
standards for teaching and has been
endorsed by Allentown School District 
officials.

7

Education

Boys and Girls Club of Allentown . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$10,000
The Children’s Home of Easton  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000  
The Hillside School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000 
Hispanic American Organization, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Junior Achievement of Lehigh Valley, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Lehigh Valley PBS . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Moravian Academy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Northampton Community College Foundation  . . . . . . . . $11,250
Touchstone Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Wildlife Information Center, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500 

Health & Welfare

American Red Cross of the Greater Lehigh Valley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton County, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Boy Scouts of America, Minsi Trails Council, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Community Bike Works  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,000
Equi-librium . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $3,000 
Executive Service Corps of the Lehigh Valley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Fund to Benefit Children & Youth, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,000
Girl Scouts Great Valley Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
KidsPeace  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Lehigh County Conference of Churches .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $6,500 
Lehigh Valley Child Care, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Methodist Services for Children and Families .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Mosser Village Family Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
New Bethany Ministries .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000 
Phoebe-Devitt Home Nursing & Rehab Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Pinebrook Services for Children and Youth . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000 
The Program for Women and Families, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500 
SkillsUSA-VICA Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,000
Valley Youth House . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
YMCA of Bethlehem  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000 
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Boys and Girls Club of 
Allentown (BGCA)
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The curriculum is in alignment with the 
Allentown School District and Pennsylvania
standards for teaching and has been
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The Hillside School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000 
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Lehigh Valley PBS . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Moravian Academy . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
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Touchstone Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Wildlife Information Center, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500 
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American Red Cross of the Greater Lehigh Valley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton County, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Boy Scouts of America, Minsi Trails Council, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Community Bike Works  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,000
Equi-librium . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $3,000 
Executive Service Corps of the Lehigh Valley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Fund to Benefit Children & Youth, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,000
Girl Scouts Great Valley Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
KidsPeace  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Lehigh County Conference of Churches .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $6,500 
Lehigh Valley Child Care, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Methodist Services for Children and Families .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Mosser Village Family Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
New Bethany Ministries .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000 
Phoebe-Devitt Home Nursing & Rehab Center .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500
Pinebrook Services for Children and Youth . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000 
The Program for Women and Families, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,500 
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Valley Youth House . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
YMCA of Bethlehem  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000 
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The Bach Choir of Bethlehem

The Rider-Pool Foundation was the featured
sponsor of the Christmas Concerts 
performed at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Allentown and the First Presbyterian 
Church of Bethlehem.  The Choir’s program
included Cantatas BWV 140 & 63 and The 
Choir’s first ever performance of C.P.E. 
Bach’s Magnificat.  National Public Radio
recorded and packaged the Choir’s 
performance, airing the recordings as 
a Christmas special for national and 
international broadcast for the following
December.  The Bach Choir has also 
performed in Harrisburg and at 
Elizabethtown College.

Community Music School 

Community Music
School (CMS) offers 
individual instruction and 
financial assistance to 
students of all ages, 
special programming
for emotionally and
physically challenged
preschoolers and adults, 
and supplemental music 
training to advance 
students coming from 
public school programs. 
CMS serves nearly 1,000 
children in individual and group 
instruction and music therapy outreach 
programs.  Courses are offered for almost
every instrument, as well as vocal instruction.
Located in center city Allentown, CMS 
is easily accessible to anyone interested
in attending.  Funding is available to 
serve children who do not have the means 
or ability to attend lessons.  Support
from The Rider-Pool Foundation has 
gone toward scholarships, music therapy 
outreach and CMS’ recent move to 
Symphony Hall.

Lehigh University

Zoellner Arts Center at Lehigh University 
offers theater, music and performing arts, 
ranging from mainstream and classical 
to the more avant-garde.  The EdgeEvents 
Series was conceived as a “break away 
from the norm” in support of alternative 
artists.  Zoellner’s hope was to attract a more 
diversified audience who might not 
otherwise consider attending an art center’s 
performance.  The EdgeEvents Series has 
also bolstered community campus 
relationships.  The Rider-Pool Foundation
has helped to support EdgeEvents 
such as:  Russell Simmons’ Def 
Poetry Jam on Broadway; Laurie 
Anderson, poet and 
performance artist;  
Sekou Sundiata: 
Blessing the Boat; 
Sundiata, award 
winning poet and 
spoken word 
artist; and 
Danny Hoch, 
“hip-hop” artist 
and one-person 
show.  

HIGHLIGHTS

8

2003
Culture & Art

Allentown Art Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
Allentown Symphony Association  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000
The Bach Choir of Bethlehem . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $10,000
Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley, Inc. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $4,000
The Baum School of Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Civic Theatre of Allentown . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Community Music School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Lehigh University .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $15,000
Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
Mayfair .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Moravian College . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $10,000
The Pennsylvania Shakespeare . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5,000
Festival at DeSales University

Repertory Dance Theatre .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $7,000 
SATORI  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,000
WDIY  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $4,000

Community Development
  
Alliance for Building Communities . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10,000
Community Action Committee of the L.V.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,000
Congregations United for Neighborhood Action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10,000
Illick’s Mill Partnership for Environmental Education  . . . . . $12,500
J. Birney Crum Stadium. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
Lehigh County Historical Society  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,500
Lehigh Valley Partnership  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Old Allentown Preservation Association  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
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9

Lehigh Valley 
Chamber Orchestra
 
The “Educational 
Encores” program brings 
music appreciation and 
education to schools 
throughout the Lehigh 
Valley.  Components 
include:
· For the Family – two concerts  with a strong 

family theme and first rate professional 
performances

· In-School Performances - presentations in 5
local schools that include a comprehensive 
curriculum packet to be used by teachers 
before and after the performances

· In-School Coaching - Lehigh Valley Chamber 
Orchestra (LVCO) sends key members of the 
orchestra into schools to help coach sectional 
or full orchestra rehearsals and provide small 
group instruction.

· Side-By-Side Performances - provides the 
opportunity for children to perform with 
professional musicians

· Soloist Master Class - For the first time, Lehigh 
Valley Chamber Orchestra has arranged for a 
concert soloist to go into the schools and talk to 
students about music and performing.

Moravian College

Moravian College is 
dedicated to bringing a
broad range of music
to the Lehigh Valley
under the auspices 
of the Music Institute. 
Since 1996, Moravian
College has offered its
“Great Artists Series”
to benefit the Moravian
students and the Lehigh
Valley community.  In
addition to wonderful
performances, these 
great artists have also been available
to teach at master classes for Moravian
students as well as provide workshops for 
musicians and the general public.  

The Rider-Pool Foundation helped bring 
the Wynton Marsalis Septet Concert and 
master class to the Lehigh Valley.  Other “Great 
Artists” supported by The Rider-Pool 
Foundation have included Ruth Ann 
Swenson (soprano) and Dawn Upshaw 
(soprano). 

Repertory Dance Theatre 
 
The Repertory Dance Theatre has success-
fully developed a dance education
outreach program for at-risk and
disadvantaged youth.  Resources from
The Rider-Pool Foundation help support:
· Lectures, demonstrations and dance workshops 

for third and fourth graders 

· Dance scholarships for talented third and fourth 
graders  

· Dance scholarships for the existing Talent 
Identification Program (TIP) students

· School performances of the Nutcracker at the 
Allentown Symphony Hall.

Education 

ASD Community Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000
Boys and Girls Club of Allentown. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Communities In Schools of the Lehigh Valley, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Discovery Center of Science & Technology  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
The Hillside School. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Lehigh Valley PBS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $7,500
Mosser Village Family Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Touchstone Theatre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10,000
Wildlife Information Center, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,500

Health & Welfare

Allentown YMCA and YWCA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton County, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Cedar Crest College  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10,000 
The Children’s Home of Easton . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Community Bike Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,000
Equi-librium  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,000
Fighting AIDS Continuously Together  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $500
Fund to Benefit Children & Youth, Inc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Girl Scouts Great Valley Council  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000
Interfaith Coalition on Poverty  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Lehigh County Conference of Churches  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $4,500
Lehigh Valley Child Care, Inc. . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Miller-Keystone Blood Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
Nature Conservancy, Pocono Mountains Office . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Phoebe-Devitt Home Nursing & Rehab Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000
Pinebrook Services for Children and Youth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000
The Salvation Army – Allentown. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Valley Youth House. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000



Lehigh Valley Child Care, Inc. 

Lehigh Valley Child Care, Inc. (LVCC) 
is a private, nonprofit child care 
corporation that has been providing 
comprehensive child care services and
developmental programs with well-trained 
staff to all families needing care for 
over 30 years. LVCC offers center-based 
child care for infant, toddler, pre-school, 
kindergarten and school aged children 
(after school programs) through 20 
different sites throughout the 
Valley.  Many of those served by LVCC are 
eligible for assistance for child care since 
they meet federal poverty guidelines.  
However, long waiting lists can delay 
funding for 2-3 months and
dramatically reduce employment
opportunities thus creating a vicious 
cycle of work/child supervision problems.  
Lehigh Valley Child Care assists families in
accessing child care while they are on the 
waiting list.  Support from The Rider-Pool 
Foundation facilitates LVCC’s efforts.

New Bethany 
Ministries

New Bethany Ministries
is a faith based not-
for-profit corporation 
whose purpose is to 
organize and operate
housing and social 
ministries with related
services for the care 
and relief of the 
needy, poor, displaced 
and other distressed 
persons.  They do this through a transitional
housing program, a single room
occupancy program, two apartment houses, a
hospitality center/kitchen, employment 
program, pastoral care and representative 
payee program.  New Bethany owns five 
buildings, employs 17 people and benefits 
from the service of hundreds of regular
volunteers.  Previously deferred
maintenance projects were recently
completed with support from The Rider-Pool 
Foundation.

The Program for 
Women and 
Families, Inc. 

The Program for 
Women and Families
provides a range of
services for women who are involved in 
the criminal justice system, including
work release programs for incarcerated
women, transitional housing for
women recently released from prison
and counseling to reduce the rate of
recidivism.  As a  community-based
alternative to incarceration in the
Lehigh Valley, the Day Reporting Program
was designed to be a comprehensive,
psycho-educational program that meets
the needs of the women offenders it
serves. Resources from The Rider-Pool
Foundation helped support the aftercare
services such as Employment Counseling
and Parent Aide and for evaluation
of the Day Reporting Program.

HIGHLIGHTS health & welfare
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Alliance for Building Communities

Alliance for Building Communities (ABC), 
through its “Doorway to Homeownership” 
Program, provides affordable housing 
options to low/moderate income families 
by incorporating a number of local housing
initiatives and approaches that provide 
flexibility in addressing a variety of obstacles 
to homeownership.  Services include:
· Recruitment and ongoing homeownership 

counseling
· Property improvements and renovations
· Affordable ownership opportunities through a 

lease to purchase approach

ABC will use federal “Weed and Seed” 
funds received from the City of Allentown 
to rehab a minimum of 20 homes in the 
1st and 6th wards.  ABC’s “Doorway to 
Homeownership” program will be offered 
to potential homeowners once these homes 
have been restored.  

Old Allentown Preservation Association 
 
Since 1997, the Old Allentown Preservation
Association (OAPA) has sought to restore 
and maintain the historic section of center
city Allentown.  OAPA is a valuable 
component of the City of Allentown’s 
Department of Community and Economic
Development’s revitalization program.
Support from The Rider-Pool Foundation
benefits OAPA’s restoration efforts.

HIGHLIGHTS community development
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THE RIDER-POOL FOUNDATION
Suite 202 
1050 South Cedar Crest Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18103

Phone: 610.770.9346
Fax: 610.770.9361
email: drpool@ptd.net
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